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Presentation Overview:

• Historical Flooding
• Levee Benefits 
• Levee Standards
• Plans for Levee Work Including Trees
• Project Impacts and Benefits to Park Users
• How to Stay Informed
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Hart Park Neighborhood –
A History of Flooding

1997 and 1998 
Back-to-Back 
Flooding

Catalyst for the
Hart Park Levee 
Project
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What does 
a Levee do?

• A levee holds back floodwaters

• Built of earth or reinforced concrete

Valley Park Levee Flood Risk Benefits
Public Slide
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Hart Park Levee Project
• Park expanded from 20 to 50 acres

• Created “Hart Park East” 

The Hart Park Levee Reduces Flood Risk Today
With Improvements the Levee will Meet FEMA Standards and 
Revise Floodplain Map
• Levee & floodwall height 

improvements
• Storm sewer improvements
• Pipe rehabilitation 

improvements
• Tree removal where too 

close to meet levee 
standards

• First of several planned 
construction contracts 
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Levee Improvements Coordinated with 
“Hart Park East” Plan

Levee Benefits 
130+ 
Properties
• Reduces flood 

risk/damage.  

• Goal to eliminate 
flood insurance 
requirement; 
FEMA 
recommends flood 
insurance. 

• Goal to remove 
limitations on 
home/business 
reinvestment.
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Construction Impacts and Benefits to Park Users
• Hart Park Lane

• Temp parking impact
• Hart Park East

• Temp impact; new 
recreation trail

• Honey Creek Parkway & 
Bandshell Area
• Minor impacts from 

tree removal
• Future Improvements

• Storm sewers & pipe 
rehab

• TBD – 68th Street 
Bridge area

Levee Standards Exist to Protect the Levee

Graphic source: So, You Live Behind a Levee!
ASCE 2009
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Interested in keeping updated about 
the Hart Park Levee Accreditation? 

• Sign up for email updates at the project 
webpage https://www.mmsd.com/hart-mke-
accreditation

• Leave a comment or question at the webpage.

Thank you for your interest in the Hart Park and Western 
Milwaukee Levee System Accreditation Project! 
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