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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Statutory Authority

Human Health Hazard (HHH)

Wauwatosa Municipal Code Chapter 8.10 - Human Health 
Hazards

WI State Statute Chapter 251 - Local Health Officials

WI State Statute Chapter 254 - Environmental Health

WI Administrative Code Chapter DHS 140 - Required Services 
of Local Health Departments
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Background
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Data
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Most Common Human Health Hazards in Wauwatosa 

Unhealthy or 
Unsanitary 
Conditions

Waste Water/
Sewage
Back-ups

Nonfunctional 
Building 
Fixtures 
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Environmental Health

Example of non-compliant pathways & obstructed exits 
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Environmental Health

Example of inaccessible plumbing structures 
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Environmental Health

Example of Garbage/ Debris removed on 
routine basis & Pest Harborage

Examples of long-term storage 
of papers/ fire accelerates 
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Environmental Health

Example Human or Pet Feces 
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work

How referrals come to Social Worker:
• City departments
• Family, friends, neighbors

Role of Social Worker:
• Engagement
• Assessment
• Case management
• Referrals to resources and services
• Getting at root cause of issue
• Advocacy
• Client self-determination
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work

Number of HHH’s referred to Social Worker April 2022-May 2025

Year Number of Referrals

2022 8

2023 19

2024 18

2025 thus far 8

Total: 53*
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work

Factors:
• Mental status
• Physical health
• Trauma
• Support systems
• Financial constraints
• Timelines

Resources/lack-of:
• Clean-up agencies
• Catholic Charities
• Therapy
• Wauwatosa Home Rehabilitation Program
• Alternative living environments
• Long-term care funding
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Social Work

1 2 3 4
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Fire Department

People with hoarding disorder collect 
and keep items that fill up their living 
space to the extent that the space is 
no longer usable. This accumulation of 
material presents fire safety risks to 
residents and firefighters.

Hoarding significantly increases fire 
risks for residents, firefighters, and the 
broader community
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Fire Department

Fire Risks Hazards to 
Responders

Objects 
Blocking 

Egress and 
Ingress

Greater Risk of 
Falls or InjuryIncreased Fire 

Load

Increased Need 
for  

Decontamination
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Fire Department

More information at www.usfa.fema.gov
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HHHs in Wauwatosa | Solutions and Next Steps

Support existing efforts and 
advocate for additional resources

Assist with communication and expectations

Refer residents to the housing rehabilitation program 

Additional and ongoing support for home repair

Community-based resources

Affordable and accessible housing

Environmental health and social work positions
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Questions?

HHHs in Wauwatosa | Discussion
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