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Allen Becker

Location:
Submitted At: 4:24pm 03-11-25

| support the Bird-Friendly Building Ordinance.

Wauwatosa has been designated as a Bird City for many years now and it makes full sense to pass this
ordinance to give further strength to our community's commitment to birds.

Implementing this ordinance will position Wauwatosa as a leader in bird conservation, joining Madison and other
major cities (Chicago and Minneapolis, for example) that have enacted similar measures to protect migrating
birds.

There may be added construction costs pertaining to the bird-friendly glass. However, if those costs are included
in the early design stages, costs should be minimal. But, beyond actual construction cost differences, we should
be mindful of the non-monetary cost advantages: protecting biodiversity (birds act as pollinators, seed
dispersers, and predators of pest species), reducing the environmental costs of pesticides (birds play a crucial
role in pest control, reducing the need for chemicals), economic benefits via tourism (according to the US Fish
and Wildlife service, birdwatching generates billions of dollars in revenue nationally, through support of local
businesses and job creation).

Thank you for considering these points.

janet anderson

Location:
Submitted At: 1:29pm 03-11-25

I am submitting my comments in support of the Bird-Friendly Building Ordinance.

| see that the comments regarding background and rationale have already been excellently made in the



Ordinance details sent to CAC members. The preventable killing of up to 1B birds annually is significant
especially in addition to other factors such as habitat and climate change, specifically 56% of collision-related
deaths occurring at low to mid-rise buildings.

Fact: Reduction of transparent and glass surfaces has been shown to significantly reduce death and injury to bird
populations.

The information provided to this Committee by the Alderpersons here clearly outlines the fiscal as well as
aesthetic benefits of such a designation. The idea is not new; the implementation of this leads the way to ongoing
implementation in other cities. Supporting evidence abounds in our fellow midwestern urban areas. These bird-
friendly measures are an important issue especially in light of more urbanization and less natural habitat for
wildlife which is clearly evidenced by seeing more wildlife — foxes, coyotes, turkeys — in our urban corridors.

Isn’t it much better to avoid these avian deaths rather than have to clean them all up afterwards?

Wauwatosa has been designated as a Bird City for many years now and it’s time to support that designation by
being pro-active in supporting our wildlife. If the City of Wauwatosa is going to continue to approve and fund this
seemingly endless building of more and more apartment buildings - against the wishes of the majority of
Wauwatosa residents - then the onus is on the City to approve these responsible bird-friendly measures.

Lastly, it certainly is noted that minimal notice was given for community members to be aware of and submit
comments for this proposal. | would strongly encourage more timely notices for Wauwatosa residents, especially
toward improving community quality of life. Certainly, there would be more participation from residents if notices
were made timely, thus eliminating the perspective of Council bias.

Again, | urge you to pass this Bird-Friendly Building Ordinance, Section 24.09.120.
Janet Anderson



