
Wauwatosa  Coininon  Coui'icil  Meeting

January  27, 2026

Conditional  Use Peri'iiitApplication  for24-Iiourlaundroinatat  7105  WestNortl'iAvenue(tftelk'Cm4"}'-'S  "!-ri(e

Coininents  of  Steven  Glaser.  owi'ier  of  ai'id resident  at 2263  N. 7}st Street

Alderpersons:

Alti'iougli  tl'ie notice  of  ineetii'io  ii'idicatedTcould  scibi'i'iit  coininents  via  tlie  meeting  poita),-  tlie  poital

indicates  tl'iat  e-coi'ninents  are not  available  'for  tliis  ineeting  and,  as public  input  inay  not  be pern'iitted,I

subi'i'iit  tlie  following  for  your  considei'ation  regarding  tl'ie CUP  application.

i liave  i'io aniinus  for  the  applicant  nor  tlie  intended  use of  tlie  property,  butJ  ain concerned  about  tlie'

negative  impact  tlie  expansion  of  tlie  l'iours  ol'aoperation tvill  have  on my  propeity  and  tlie  neig)iborliood.  I

did  not  receive  notice  oft!ie  ineeting  until  January  24"'  wlien}returned  froin  atrip  overseas,  soIliave  i'iot

bcen able to conb'ict It'ii apl:,ii=.::iql ta discur.g inq. ci'in i':'m7)* T clo i'iote looi' tl'ie i'ecord  tliat it ap):iears  tl'iat no
notice  oftlie  C [)P  l'ias beei'i po:.,teci *it tlie propeity  rliocigii  i believe  tl'ie l'viunicipal  Cotle  requires  it to be

posted  during  tl'ie pendency  of  (l'ie applicatioi'i  ai'id approval  process.

My  propeity  abuts  tlie  soutliern  boundary  of  tlie  propeity  and a n'iajority  of  tlie  rear  of  tlie  buildii'ig  (tl'ie

soutliern  side)  is sepai'ated  fi'om  iny  pi'opeity  by an appi'oxiinately  8-foot-wide  di'iveway,  wliile  tlie

distance  between  my  lioine  aiid  tlie  building  is approxiinately  9 feet  at its closest  point.  Per  tlie  soutli

elevation of site plans subiaiiitied lyy a)'ililicant, 3 dryer intake lorrvers face my propeity; the two eastern
loiivers  (ieing  located  approxiinately  7- 10 feet  froi'i'i  the  groui'id  and a 1 0-foot  liigli  loriver  on tl'ie west  side

of  tlie  rear  of  the l'iuilding.  Ti'ie  easterninost  louver  faces  iny  froi'it  yam,  porcli  and tlie  master  bedroom,

tlie  n'iiddle  louver  is neai'  tlie  i'vindow  of  i'i'iy l"irst-floor  office  and tlie  n'iaster  bedrooin,  and tlie  westeri'i

louver  faces  iny  office  as well  tlie  second  floor  of  iny  l'ioi'i'ie.

Applicantas site  plai'i  does  not ii'idicate  tlie  location  of  meclianical  systems  on t]ie  roof  nor  tlie  directioi'i  of

tlie  exliaust  (liopefully  otlier  tliai'i  directly  at my  lion'ie)  that  will  be leve)  witli  tlie  secoim  floor  of  iny

lioine,iiiclridiiibo  tlie inaster bedrooin.Iunderstand laundromat exliaust Systeins  require liigli velocity air
flow  ai'id powered  exl'iaust  tiins  sind vei'its  to operate  continuously  wlien  dryers  are vented  in coinbination

but  will  not  operate  wlien  tlie  business  is closed  ai'id tlie  di'yers  are idle.

l'uiminiiig  and tlie  i-oaring  sotind  of  air  moved  at l'iigl'i  iielocities  tlirougli  ductwork,  inecliai'iical  noise

gei'ierated  by powered  exl'iaust  fai'is  and  tlie  venting  of  l'iigli-velocity  air  flow,  noise  created  by tlie

vibration  of  ineclianical  coinpoi'ients  ai-id continuous  liigli-fi'equency  noise  froin  vents  tliat  is

uncoi'iifortable  (and  can be unbearable),  all  of  wliicli  increase  if  systeins  are not  continuously  inaii'itained

and cleaned

As the Warrvvatosa  i'vlunicipcil  Code  pi'ol'iibits  i'ioise  tliat  'liiu'easonably  disturbs  tl'ie peace  and  qriiet,

comfoit  or repose  of  pei'soi'is  in tlie  vicinity"'  it is clear  tliat  Wauwatosa  recognizes  tliat  i'ioise  can liave  a

negative  iinpact  on ad.jacei'it  properties.  'v'Vauwatosa  expressly  prohibits  tl'ie operation  of  lawni'iiowers

between l01)Ill ai'id 7ain. I ui'iclerstand tl'iat lawnn'iowers prodcice an average of 80-100 dB and an average



lawn  in east Tosa likely  i'equires  less tlian  30 i'i'iii'iutes  of  operation  during  any week.  Tlierefore,  it is clear

tl'iat  10LICI noises  after  l Opm are considered  detrimental,  especially  if  tliey  cotild  be continuous  in nature.

Wliile  tlie  Municipal  Code  does  define  a loud  noises,  OS)-IA  stai'idai'ds  (29  CFR  19)0.95)  require  liearing

protection  wliei'i  persons  are exposed  to sounds  of  85 dB and above  and liinits  noise  exposure  to 8 liours

at an average  of  90 dB. I tliink  it i'easoi'iable  to use tl'iis  as a standard  for  an unreasonable  disturbance  as

liearii'ig protection sliould not be necessary to ei>joy tlie use of one's propeity.

'v'vitl'i tlii:it  ii'i inii'icl.  klie Sli'lllllllllli!  t-ika c:ii"  iut-it )!elX:ia[e.'i  IllOl'e [lliiil  i l)O CIE) and :i car Ilol-11 I iO ciB. Tlie

back up warning  s7bten'i  on cciini'i'iercicil  xel'iicles enm intentionally  piercii'ig  electroi'iic  beeps at 85-115 dB

and exliaust  fai'is  n'ia)i genei'ale  i'ioise  well  in excess  of  85dB;  at) of  wliicli  exceed  tl'ie requirei'iiei'its  for

liearing  protection  per OSHA  requirements.

Tl'iat  being  said,  I acce):it  car  c!oors  being  slainined,  I-iorns being  lioi'iked  to let patrons  of  tlie  business

ki'iow  tliat  tlieir  ride  lias arrived.  tlie  noise  generated  by ineclianical  systeins  ai'id veliicle  back  up warning

systems  as pait  ol" being  a neigliboi'  to a business  -  during  business  liours.  However,  I tliii'ik  it reasonable

tliat  noise  levels  froin  tliese  sources  will  be substantially  less during  t)ie evening  and will  cease  (or  at

least  be ininiinized)  after  norinal  business  liours.  I also  tliink  it safe  to say tliat  a level  of  noise  tliat  is

acceptable  during  tlie  da)i svould  be unreasonable  were  it to occur  tlirougliout  evei'iing,  overnigl'it  aim

early  i'iiori'iii'ig  liours.  l'llietlier  occasionally  or continuously.Tl'iose  living  near  Noitli  Ave.  experience

abrupt  awakei'iings  to tl'ie sliotits  of  bar patroi'is  late at niglit  aim in early  i'i'iorning  Iiours  as well  as tlie

sirens  of  einergency  vel'iicles  -  liowever,  Wauwatosa  liinits  tlie  operating  )iours  of  drinking

establisliinents  and sirens  are not  coi'istant.

Tlie  grant  of  a CUP  requires  tliat  t!ie uses,  values  and enjoyinent  of  surroui'iding  propeities  will  not  be

substantial]y  impaired  or diininislied  by tlie  conditional  use. I believe  tlie  additioi'ial  liours  of  operation

till  result  in stilistantial  iini'iaii'intn!  For a nimiber  of  reasons.  inr:ludina  noise  produced  bv  the

business  durii'ig  th": !ICllll-S  o!- f I pin ta 6 i:tlll.  r tliii-ily  tl'is .ii:bs'taiitial  impaii'inent  of  tl'ie enjoyi'i'ient  of  iany

property  and its use is evident  given  tlie  additional  noise  tliat  wil)  be generated  by tlie  operation  of  tlie

business  during  froin  and after  llain  wlien  residential  areas  are expected  to be peaceful  and quiet.

Tliougli  1 would  prefer  tliat  tl'iings  quiet  CIOWII after  5pi'i"i, ] liave  accepted  tliat  tliere  inay  be i'ioise  tlirougli

tlie  allowed  operatioi'is  until  11pin,  butldo  i'iot  tliinli  it reasonable  to require  ine  to endure  noise  during

tliat  late  evening  ai'id early  inorning  la,ours.

In addition,  tlie  Nortl'i  Avemie  overlay  i-equii'es  tliat  tlie  extended  business  liours  inust  fall  witliin  tin"ies

tliat  are reasonable  ai'id customary  for  tlie  business  and will  not  liave  a negative  iinpact  on adjacent

properties.

Tl'iocigl'i  tlie  applicant  indicates  tliat  24/7  operation  is standarc!  ai'id necessaiy,  I imist  respectfiilly

disagree.  A review  of  tlie  operating  tiours  of  laundroinats  in tlie  area sl'iows  24-liour  laundroinats  to be

tlie  exception  i'atlier  tlian  tl'ie rule  and inost  close  between  tlie  hOLll'S of  6pin  and lOpi'n.  In fact,  33%  of

tlie  applicant's  larmdron'iats  (2 of  8) are not  opei'i  24-liour.  hinderstand  tliat  tlie  business  may  be more

coinpetitive  and profitable  if  open  24 liotirs,  bit  neitlier  are relevai'it  to a deterinination  of  wlietl'ier  tlie

liours  are reasonable  aim ctistoinai'y  as tlie  i'iiarket  sliows  tliat  inany,  if  i'iot  inost,  laundromats  are able



In connection  witli  tl'ie second  requireinent  of  t)ie  overlay  tl'iat  tl'ie additional  liours  "will  not  I'iave  a

negative  iinpact"'  on adjacent  properties,  please  note  tliat  tlie  "negative  impact"  need  not  be "substai'itial"

as is in tl'ie stated  standard  for  tlie  general  CUP  approval  process  -  ineanii'ig  tliat  tlie  i'iegative  iinpact,

regardless  of  wl'ietliei'  it is siibstai'itial,  WOLIICI mean  tliat  tlie  additional  l'iours  sliould  i'iot be approved.

1 also  believe  it vitally  important  foi'  you  to review  tlie  geograpliic  specifics  of  tlie  applicant's  8

laundroinats  wlien  coinpai'ed  to tl'ie proposed  Nortli  Avenue  location  to ui'iderstai'id  tlie  negative  in'ipact  of

tlie  noise  tliat  will  be produced  froin  I lpin  to 6ain  if  tlie  CUP  is approved.  Tlie  distance  between  tl'ie

laundroinat  and its neigliboi's  is critical  because  SOLlllCl intensity  decreases  witli  distance  based  on an

iiwerse-square  laiy.  i'esulting  ii'i  a reduction  of  approxiinately  6 dB for  eacli  doubling  of  distance  from  tlie

source.

Tlie  approxiinate  distai'ice  Liettveei'i  tl'ie applicant's  laui'idroi'iiat  facilities  and tl'ie nearest  residence  are as

follows:

Blueinoui'id  Road  -  l 00 feet

Beclier  -  60 feet

OIJalioma  -245  fei=r

61)'15 Forest  !-Ttiine  -  2fii  il-et  (clcisc'i  :it  I 'ai'iy)

Waukeslia  -  70 feet

4515  Forest  Hon'ie  -  90 feet

S. I 02 [11 -  540 feet  (c !ases  at l 2ai-i-i )

Tl'ie  distance  to between  iny  lioine  and tlie  proposed  lacindroi'iiat  is 9 feet- at tl'ie closest  point  (wl'iicli  is

likely  near  to wl'iere  inany  of  tlie  inec)ianical  SySteins  are or will  be located).  T)'ie  next  s)ioitest  distance  to

a residence  for  any  of  tlie  applicant's  laundroinats  is 60 feet,  6 times  as far  away  as tlie  distance  froin  my

lioine.  Tlie  applicant"s  Blueinound  laundroinat  in Wauwatosa  is 10 times  as far  away.  Tlie  inuc!i  greater

distai'ices  at applicantas  otlier  laundroinats  serve  to significantly  reduce  tlie  level  of  sound  experienced  by

residential  neiglibors  vvl'iile  iny  residence  lias 1/I  O"' of  tlie  next  slioitest  separation  -  ai'id my  pi-opeity  will

suffer  tl-ie full  bnii'it  ol"any  noise  generated  asfan'i  tl'ie closest  neiglibor.  Tlie  noise  levels  experienced  by

tlie  residences  near  tlie  Noi'tl'i  Ave.  location  will  be 111LICll gi-eater  tlian  all  of  tlie  applicant's  ot)ier  locations.

Exliaust  fans  generating  100 CIB ofnoise  will  register  at 91.25  dB at 9-10  Feet wliile  registering  74 dB at

60 feet  and 40 dB at 100 feet  (as is tlie  case on B!ueinound  Road)  -  ineaning  tliat  t)ie  sound  Iwould

experience  will  be inore  tl'iai'i twice  as loud  as tlie  Blueinound  locatioi'i  -  all day  and all niglit.

Tlie  only  otlier  24-liour  business  along  Nortli  Aveiuie  in eastern  Wauwatosa  would  be tlie  Snap  Fitness

gyin,  wliicli  is sepai'ated  froin  tlie  nearest  residence  by 38 feet,  or i'i'iore  tlian  4 tiines  as far  away,  ai'id tlie

gyin  does  not  iiwolve  coininercial  dryer  ex)iaust  vents  and fans.

l ui'iderstai'id  tl'iat  llle  l'aiali!ai i 'i ! i"iOt i i I S ': i'l'i-'  !1 ." "  i' l')'i?.' C":'S allCi tlle  l-ei')l'('  I-10 tll'le tVlll  be a'li ailaLile  to

pi'omptly  address  i'ioise  iSSill"S irs tliey  :ii-ise.

lt is for  tliese  reasons  tliat  I believe  tl'iat  CUP  SllOLllCl be denied  i"or 24 l'iour  operatioi'i  as tlie  extei'ided

business  )'iours  are not  reasonable  or  custoinai'y,  will  negatively  iinpact  adjacei'it  propeities  and will

substantially  impair  tlie  value  of  iny  property  and iny  enjoyinent  of  tliat  saine.

Steve.


